A Metaphorical Etiology in

1.3.
Judges 17 tells of a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim, who establishes an idolatrous cult with a graven image, a molten image, an ephod and teraphim. Micah first installs one of his sons as his priest, and then hires a Levite drifter. This account is followed in Judges 18 by the story of how the Danites set off in search of conquest and establish their own cult. The Danites first send a reconnaissance party of five men from their original settlement around the cities of Zorah and Eshtaol in the southwest part of the country. On their journey these men come to Ephraim, where they encounter Micah, his idols and his Levite priest. They then continue through the country until they reach the peaceful city of Laish located in the Huleh Valley plain in the extreme northwest part of the country.
After the spies return with a promising report on the territory to be conquered, the entire Danite tribe sets off. While on their way to the northeast, the Danites steal Micah's idols and his priest, and continue on towards Laish. Meanwhile, Micah and his neighbors pursue them in a vain act of desperation. The Danites ultimately conquer the city of Laish, essentially banish its inhabitants, and establish Micah's cult as their own after rebuilding the city and renaming it Dan.
Having now briefly summarized Judges 17-18, 1 I would like to discuss chapter 18, verses 11-13. 
1.4.
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The traditional explanation for this unusual passage is that this is an etiological note that was added to the text at a later time. According to the criteria that J. Fichter 3 worked out in 1956, verse 12 is even a classic example of a place name etiology, because the actual etiological formulation in 12ba is introduced by w)rq Nk@ -l(, "on this account X is called" and concluded with the standard phrase hzh Mwyh d(, "to this day".
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At this point, however, I would like to consider P. J. van Dyk's 1990 article "The Function of So-Called Etiological Elements in Narratives," 4 in which he clearly demonstrates that passages considered to be etiological are frequently rhetorical devices and not etiologies at all. He surmises that the purpose of these presumed etiologies is often not to legitimize preexisting phenomena, but rather just the opposite:
Presumed etiological texts served as rhetorical devices aimed at legitimizing narratives by invoking preexisting phenomena. According to van Dyk, this is especially true in the case of generally well-known phenomena, which can be used as a means of significantly enhancing the credibility of a narrative.
If applied to Judges 18:12, van Dyk's approach would mean that the author mentions Mahaneh-dan in verse 12 to lend credence to the story of the Danite conquest. To put it another way, the recipient of the narrative would interpret the reference to this town near Kiriath-jearim as follows: If a city was even named after a camp the Danites used during their conquest, then the story is most likely true.
There is, however, no known town by the name of Mahaneh-dan, a fact that would contradict both the 
4.3.
In the context of this paper it is significant that the city lay on the border between the future kingdoms of Judah and Israel. While the divided kingdom and all of its repercussions had not yet been foreseen during the time when the Book of Joshua takes place, Joshua is a retrospective narrative written during the exilic and post-exilic period. As a result, the location of a city on the border between the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin is more than simply a matter of local interest. The city's theological significance would not be worth mentioning were it not for references in I Samuel 6:21-7:2, naming the city as the place where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 years after being returned by the Philistines. As a consequence of being a city that temporarily housed the Ark of the Covenant-which, according to the Deuteronomistic History, contains the tablets bearing the Ten Commandments-Kiriath-jearim may be associated with God's commandments for Israel.
IV
Keeping these thoughts in mind, we can now return to the question of the significance of Judges 18:12.
The Danites depart from Zorah and Eshtaol and camp at Kiriath-jearim. To better understand the function of this encampment, it would be worth taking a look at the role that geography plays throughout the entire 18th chapter.
Our attention is drawn to the fact that the Danites cross the Northern Kingdom diagonally, starting in the extreme southwest near Zorah and Eshtaol, crossing the Ephraim hills to the extreme northeast to Laish.
In other words, they cross the entire Northern Kingdom. To fully understand the symbolism of this route, it must be made clear that Judges was written from a Judean perspective. The characters in Judges were intended to illustrate the political and religious downfall of the tribes of the Northern Kingdom and to legitimize the Davidian kingdom as the coming ruling power.
To achieve this aim, the Book of Judges was given a climactic structure, a feature particularly evident in 
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This north-south divide reaches its climax in Judges 18. The Danites have no judge at all when they set out from Zorah and Eshtaol in the extreme southwest. They unapologetically steal Micah's idols in the Ephraim hill country; they brutally conquer the peaceful city of Laish in the extreme northeast of the country, and establish Micah's cult as their own in the rebuilt and renamed city of Dan. That the route of the Danites passed through the entire Northern Kingdom serves to discredit the north as a whole. The
Danites act pars pro toto as it were for all of the tribes of the Northern Kingdom.
In this context it is interesting to note that the Danites are described as camping at (b) or beyond of Kiriath-jearim and not in the city. Because the Book of Judges is written from a Judean perspective, at/beyond of Kiriath-jearim means northwest of this border town. The Danites therefore explicitly camp outside of Judah. This symbolism has a double meaning: By camping at and not in Kiriath-jearim, the Danites distance themselves first of all from God's commandments which would be associated with the city of Kiriath-jearim. Secondly, by camping beyond of and not in Kiriath-jearim, they distance themselves from Judah, i.e. the "one true" Israel, which lives in accordance with God's commandments.
V
The encampment at or beyond of Kiriath-jearim is thus given the name Mahaneh-dan, or "Dan's Camp".
An interesting clue to the meaning of this name can be found in Me-Am Lo'ez, an 18th century Sephardic commentary. Here we read "To emphasize the fact that Judah had no part in the battle fought by Dan, the place where Dan had encamped in Judah's territory was called 'The camp of Dan'." 12 a and went up and encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah.
ba On this account that place is called Mahaneh-dan, "Dan's Camp," to this day; bb behold, it is beyond of Kiriath-jearim.
This verse is neither a true etiology explaining the name of a geographical location known as Mahanehdan, nor is it a rhetorical device which, according to van Dyk's definition, would lend credibility to the story with the aid of a well-known place name. The narrative technique is instead much more refined, revealing verse 12 to be an integral component of chapter 18. The literary form of a place-name etiology
